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Miyakojima Island is made of Ryukyu limestone created by uplifted coral
reefs. The largest of the table-like coral reef groups spreads to the north of the
island, and nurtures an abundance of the sea life. The vast tidal flats and
wetlands of Tkema Island, southwest of Miyakojima, have become a stopover
for many migratory birds. In addition, some rare birds and endemic species
can be seen in the forested section in the central part of Miyako Island.
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As Miyako Island has no rivers, the people of the island had to use the
spring water of a well(Urigaa) at the bottom of a cave until alternate
supplies of water became available.

Most of the Urigaa wells are so deep that people had to go up and down
the stone steps dozens of times in order to draw enough water. Women
and children had to do the hard work of carrying the water.
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Water and Living
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In 1953, the former Hirara City constructed the full-fledged water supply as a
part of the "three major businesses" that modernized the city: electricity
generation, the water supply and the port facilities. A stable water supply had
been such a long-cherished wish of the citizens that many residents took part in
the construction work. Phased-in work was performed from the city to local
areas, and the whole water supply was finally available in almost the entire area
of the island in 1980.

“History
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Miyako Island has been greatly damaged in the past by periodical droughts since A ! ] L B Miyako)Island/is'made ofthe porous and permeative

[ =#A—A— (EXFUIV) THER the agriculture of Miyako Island requires rainwater. Ensuring stable agricultural - - ! " ] Ryukyu/limestone overlaying impermeable mud
BIREICEREY. 2> )— & water is the most important key to protect the lives of the people, and the 3 - g ; (ST { rock; lava, and\tuff. The water that penetrates the
TLAHKZ IESDHBEERIED, underground dam, which is unique in the world, was constructed with the AN surfaceis/stored;in a basin shape and has the best
Gt F 2 LERREIRE) expectation of providing abundant underground water used for irrigation. . S . | conditions for underground dam construction.
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