Autumnal migration routes of the Gray-faced Buzzard Butastur indicus at home and abroad

= Analysis of the data on the banding and the satellite tracking=
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Abstract

The Gray-faced Buzzard Butastur indlicus visits the mainland of Japan, south of Akita prefecture, as a summer
visitor. In spring, they migrate to breed in Japan’s mountainous areas and hilly terrain then leave again each fall. It
is during the autumnal migratory season that the birds stop in large flocks on the islands of Okinawa. Overseas,
breeding occurs in the northeast areas of China and North Korea. From the middle of September  to the
beginning of October, these birds migrate to Canton, Indochina and Southeast Asia for winter. According to my
analysis of the banding (1975, lkehara), satellite tracking (2002, 2003, 2004, Higuchi and others) and research data
on Raptors collected by the Taiwanese group (2008, 2009), | have concluded that the migration route is different
according to each breeding area. | have classified the following three types of migration routes by breeding areas ,,
(D Japanese group (breeding in Japan) @) Korean group (breeding in Korea) (3) Chinese group (breeding in
China).
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