Matsubara Area, Miyakojima City, Okinawa, Japan
The fluctuation of the population of the Eurasian tree sparrow (Passer
montanus) within the communal roosting
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Abstract

The Eurasian tree sparrow (Passer montanus) is the most familiar bird to us human beings.
However in Okinawa, there are only a few research papers concerning communal roosting
of the Eurasian tree sparrow. I have studied the communal roosting in the Matsubara
area of Miyakojima City, Okinawa, Japan for 21 months (6, 2014 ~11, 2016). Inparticular,
I have studied the fluctuation of the population of the Eurasian tree sparrow. In this
instance, I have organized the study results

The Eurasian tree sparrow is classified as follows: Order Passeriformes, Family
Passeridae, and Genus Passer. In Japan, three species, the House sparrow, Russet
sparrow and the Eurasian tree sparrow have been recorded. In Okinawa, two of these
species have been recorded, excluding the House sparrow. Within the Miyako islands only
one species, the Eurasian tree sparrow, has been recorded

Nest is usually built under eaves or in the thatch of dwelling roofs. Occasionally in
hollow trees or stone crevices. They lay 4 to 6 eggs in a clutch and normally raise
two broods in one season (1974, Yamashina).

Total length of the Eurasian tree sparrow is approximately 14.5 cm. Sexes are similar.
We seldom find this bird far from residential areas, except in autumn and winter when
large flocks roost among roadside trees and big trees in human dwellings. The Eurasian
tree sparrow can be usually found within picking food at a park, at the roadside close
to house dwellings, in causeways or within cultivated lands. They feed mainly on the
seed of monocotyledon. As well as this, they often feed on small insects in the breeding

season.
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