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Abstract

Once, native people used to wake up with the birds that take off from their roosting place
at dawn and sing rhythmically. They used to realize a sense of spring or the arrival of the
winter by seeing migratory birds. At the same time, they have prepared to plant the crops
and harvest them. For instance, they have sowed soybeans and prepared to harvest them
by adapting to the autumnal or spring migration of the swallows. They have foreseen the
changes of a natural environment through the migration of the birds and have adjusted
their rhythm of life.

On the other hand, native people have supported their lives by catching the birds by
using their own traps. The others, a dignified artistic culture, have been flowered by
introducing birds of paintings, carvings, photos, literatures and music.

Some hospitals have been introducing birds’ singing as a method to cure patients’ heart.
The culture of the birds and human beings have been intertwined. In this way, from
ancient times, human beings have related closely with the birds. I wonder how the native
people of the Miyako Islands related with the culture of the birds. The author has studied
about the birds in the folktales, culture on the food, pets, domestic fowls, a haiku, a tanka,

a poem and how native people deeply related with birds.
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