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Discovery of Dugong Bone Product At Tomori-motojima site, Miyako-jima city
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<Abstract >

The purpose of this paper is to discuss a blank of dice made from a dugong rib discovered from
Tomori-motojima site in Miyako-jima City (formerly Gusukube Town). This is the first discovery
of this kind of products in Miyako and Yaeyama Islands. Even among Gusuku (castle) sites of
Okinawa islands, only seven products were found at three major Gusuku sites of pre- and post-
unification of three kingdoms (Sanzan), which were Nakijin-jo site, Katsuren-jo site, and Shuri-
jo site. On the contrary, Tomori-motojima site was identified as a settlement site of Gusuku period
to the early modern period, not a Gusuku site on the basis of recent surveys. Therefore, this
discovery from a settlement site is a breakthrough event and has a great significance. This paper

presents, my personal opinion regarding its significance.
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