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Biological Culture on the Jungle Nightjar in the Ryukyu Archipelago
— Tarama, Aguni and Kikai Islands —
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Abstract

The family Caprimulgidae nightjars have a record of eighty-nine (89) species in the world.
However in Japan, there is only one species. Nightjars are nocturnal birds with mottled plumage
in soft shades of brown, buff, black, gray, and white. During the day time, they sit motionless
lengthwise on a branch.

The birds’ upperparts are heavily speckled and barred in dead-leaf camouflage. They are
generally grayish brown, with gray scapulars, blackish-brown throats with buff patches (A Field
Guide to the Birds of Japan, 1982). White patches are seen near their wing tips and white tips on
their outer tail feathers are clear on males in flight. Nightjars, black bill with brown legs, are
common summer visitors throughout Japan, but in the Miyako Islands, it’s a common passage

visitor.

Nightjar is a species which has been specified in the Convention between the Government of
Japan and the Government of the People’s Republic of China, the Government of the United States
of America. and the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics for the protection of
Migratory Birds and Birds in Danger of Extinction, and Their Environment.

In olden times, native people in the Miyako Islands had eaten the Grey-faced Buzzard as their
nutritious food source. Local people of Aguni and Kikai Islands had eaten the
Jungle nightjars in the same way as the birds in the Miyako Islands. They caught the birds by a
snare that was made with tails of a horse.

The authors have examined about the biological culture on the Jungle Nightjar in Tarama ,
Aguni and Kikai Islands.

Key Words; Jungle Nightjar, Convention between the Government of Japan and the
Government of the People’s Republic of China, the Government of the United States of America,
and the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics for the protection of Migratory

Birds and Birds in Danger of Extinction, and Their Environment.
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