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Abstract

Until the late 1980s, there was no end to the poaching of Sashibas(Grey-faced Buzzards) in
Irabu Islands which have long been known for its mass migration of Sashibas(Grey-faced
Buzzards) to the area. In 1993, the former Irabu Town organized the "First Forum for the
Protection of the Sashiba(Grey-faced Buzzard) as a Friend". The following year (1994), Okinawa
Prefecture, the former Irabu Town Board of Education, and the Sashiba wa Tomodachi (The
Sashiba is a Friend) Promotion Council jointly held the "Sashiba(Grey-faced Buzzard) is Friend
Summit. Elementary schools in Gama-gori City, Aichi Prefecture, which is known as one of the
best mass transit points in Japan, also participated in the event, and there was a lively exchange
of opinions and exchange meetings. As a result, poaching of the Sashiba(Grey-faced Buzzard) was
completely eliminated in 2009. In October 2021, an International Sashiba (Grey-faced
Buzzard )Summit was held in Miyakojima City to support the conservation efforts, and islanders
and students came to recognize the Sashiba(Grey-faced Buzzard) as an island treasure.

The first International Sashiba(Grey-faced Buzzard) Summit was held in Ichikai-machi,
Tochigi Prefecture on May 25-26, 2019. The second was held in Miyakojima City on October 16-
17, 2021 (scheduled to be held in 2020 but postponed due to the Corona disaster). The third was
held in Manjhou, Taiwan on October 13-14, 2023, and the fourth in Sanchez Mira, Philippines on
March 24-25, 2024.

With each summit, the number of participating countries increases, the substance of the
summit itself becomes richer, and momentum for the protection of the Sashiba(Gey-faced
Buzzard) grows. The participation of countries such as Korea, Thailand, and Malaysia, which are
the flyway countries for the Sashiba(Grey-faced Buzzard), has greatly contributed to the strong
promotion of the idea of Sashiba (Grey-faced Buzzard)conservation.

Conservation activities in Taiwan and the Philippines are also on track, and poaching of
Sashiba(Grey-faced Buzzard) has been reduced to near zero.

Once again, I would like to thank the Nature Conservation Society of Japan, the Wild Bird
Society of Japan, the Japanese Society for Preservation of Birds, and the Asian Birds of Prey
Network, all of whom have been instrumental in organizing the International Sashiba (Greyfaced

Buzzard) Summit.
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